
Title: Waiting for the Hope of Righteousness 

 
Review 
- Paul's letter to church in Galatia (city in what is now modern-day Turkey) 
- very personal and passionate 
- Paul recognized that the very truth of the Gospel was at stake: 
Galatians 1:6-9 
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and 
want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now 
I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be 
accursed. 
Galatians 2:4-5 
Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we 
have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— to them we did not yield in submission 
even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 
Galatians 5:7 
You were running well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 
- context: Judaizers were asserting that one needed to keep aspects of the Jewish law to have a right 
standing before God (ex: circumcision). 
 
Passage: Galatians 5:1-6 
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.  Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to 
you. I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. 
You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 
For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through 
love. 
 
Problem / Issue at hand: Legalism 
- while raised by Judaizers in Paul's time by asserting adherence to Jewish law to be in good standing 
before God, it echoes today in many other forms of legalism 
- Questions of legalism: Am I doing enough?  Is God angry or disappointed with me? Do I still have 
God's love? 
- if depend on your own works in any way to have right standing before God, then it is legalism. 
 
Key Verse: Galatians 5:5 
For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 
Key Point: Full and perfect righteousness is not a present reality but a future hope. 
- distinction with justification which is immediate right position before God through faith in Christ. 
Preview: 
I. hope = word in Greek is not wishful thinking but certainty 
II. not a present reality = waiting for certain truth to occur  
III. How does hope happen?  Through the Spirit 
IV. Waiting by faith 
 
"It was for freedom that Christ has set us free stand therefore and do not be subject again to a 
yoke of slavery" (v.1) 
- freedom from what? The curse of sin (punishment and power of sin). 
- yoke of slavery = treating God has a master instead of as a loving father. 



- two ways to relate to God - either 1) as a slave (tries to satisfy requirements of master through 
service to be accepted) or 2) as an heir (trust inheritance is sure that is sealed by a will written by the 
love of the father) 
- truth: God has adopted us as an heir. 
 
"Now I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to 
you.  And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to 
keep the whole Law." (v. 2-3) 
- Paul wasn't against circumcision but against the idea that it was a prerequisite or requirement of 
right standing before God. 
- any tradition or religion that adds to the finished work of Christ is false. 
- "Christ will be of no benefit to you" = You cannot add anything to what Christ has accomplished 
without subtracting Christ altogether (T. Keller) 
- "he is under the obligation to keep the whole law"  
Matthew 5:20 
For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 5:48 
You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
"You are severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by the law; you have fallen 
from grace" (v.4) 
- justification by works = self-salvation 
- "severed from Christ" = "fallen from grace" = slave mentality 
Luke 15:11, 28-29 (Older brother in the "Parable of the Prodigal Son") 
And he said, “There was a man who had two sons....But he was angry and refused to go in. His father 
came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, 
and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate 
with my friends. 
- "served you...never disobeyed your command" = slave mentality of legalism 
- the mindset of a slave cannot deal with grace 
 
- contrast: 
Matthew 11:28-30 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light. 
Psalms 103:11-12 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear 
him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
Romans 8:32 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? 
 


